
 

Community concern with traffic safety issues 

around the school has been an ongoing and 

unresolved issue for many years now. There 

have been many attempts in the past to deal 

with the problem with no viable outcome. 

Following several serious incidents in the 

recent past, community concern reached a new 

level. This concern prompted parents, 

community and 

school to spare no 

effort in resolving 

the situation. 

Consequently an 

approach to the 

Governors Bay 

Community 

Association 

(GBCA) resulted in 

the formation of a 

working party to 

come to grips with 

the issues, as already 

reported in the previous issue of The Bay 

News.  

 

The party was made up of representatives 

from: Parents, School Board of Trustees 

(BOT), school staff, general Governors Bay 

community and the GBCA. The working party 

also had technical support from Christchurch 

City Council (CCC) Transport and 

Greenspace Unit. After some nine months of 

consideration of multiple solutions, a 

provisional plan emerged and was agreed 

upon; it appeared to meet most of the needs of 

all involved parties and residents, with the 

safety of the children as the paramount issue. 

This plan has been written up and presented to 

the Lyttelton Mount Herbert Community  

Board with the request that they accept the 

provisional proposal and submit it for 

inclusion in the LTCCP (Long Term Council 

Community Plan) for the 2011-2016 period. 

Once this has been accepted the CCC 

engineers can work on the final work plan. 

 

In the meantime there 

will be a number of 

commonsense 

amendments that can 

be funded within the 

maintenance budget 

and that will enable 

changes to be made to 

road markings, 

signage, and footpath 

access around the 

school. These initial 

works are a first step 

toward the overall plan and should be seen in 

that context. 

 

The time and effort involved in reaching an 

agreed traffic plan for the school area was 

considerable and the commitment of those 

involved in reaching a workable outcome is to 

be commended. 

 

If you would like further information please 

contact Blue Henderson (School Board of 

Trustees) Ph 3299 226, or Kate Bould 

(GBCA) Ph 3299 846. 

 

Kate Bould, GBCA 

 

Editor Wanted for 
 "The Bay News" 

The GBCA Newsletter "The Bay News" 

continues to enjoy great interest by, and 

support from the community, both in terms of 

contributions from all corners of Governors 

Bay and in terms of the very positive 

feedback. This makes us confident that our 

Newsletter continues to play a very important 

role in our community. Sadly however, Erik 

Vermaat who has been our editor of this 

important publication for the past year will be 

leaving the Bay at the end of August. The 

GBCA is therefore seeking a volunteer to 

continue this service. Putting together the 

newsletter really is a team effort. Lyn Wright's 

invaluable contributions as Consultant Editor 

ensure the high quality of English that is 

maintained throughout. Anne MacKay 

organises the Community Notices section and 

she and her team of Helen, Jan and Olga do 

the folding on Monday nights.  

 

The newsletter is produced on a bi-monthly 

basis and Erik has offered to assist the new 

editor with the next issue in October. If you 

have an interest to contribute as editor, please 

contact Kate Bould kbould@rnzfb.org.nz or 

Janet Gough janet.gough@ihug.co.nz.  

Contact Erik Vermaat to discuss specific skills 

and other aspects of this position. 

 

Frances James, GBCA  
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The Bay News is produced 
bimonthly and appears about 
one and a half weeks after 
the Committee meeting for 
that month. 
 

Deadline for copy  
for next issue  

1 October 2010  
 
Send articles to:  
Editor Erik Vermaat   
email eriknz@gmail.com 
phone 3299 909 
mail 911 Governors Bay Rd 
 
Consultant Editor Lyn Wright 
 

 
Governors Bay 

Community Association 
www.governorsbay.net.nz 

governorsbaycommunity@gmail.
com 

Phone 3299 750 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Send an email request 

to the editor at 
eriknz@gmail.com  

to receive the 
Newsletter by email as 
a pdf in full colour, on 
the Monday following 

the deadline. 
 
 
 

Previous issues of  
“The Bay News” can be 

read or downloaded 
from our website 

www.governorsbay.net.
nz/gbca.htm 

Traffic Safety around Governors Bay School 
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We have had 6 calls from the 3
rd

 of June to the 

29
th

 of July: 

 three motor vehicle accidents to 

assist ambulance crews 

 two vegetation fires both requiring no 

action 

 A medical call to Diamond harbour. 

 

Membership activity 
Former Rural Fire Party members, Jon 

Tomlinson and Annabelle Bain, have 

successfully completed their week long 

training course at Woolston. They are now 

ranked as Fire Fighters. Steve Osborne is yet 

to commence his training. 

Rural Fire Party members Frances James, 

Steve Brorens and Richard Weaver, along 

with Steve Osborne and Jon Tomlinson, 

recently completed a pump operatorsô course 

held over two days at the Woolston Training 

Centre. 

We need new members.  
Gender is not an issue. 

A reasonable standard of fitness is required. A 

class 4 or 5 HT licence would be an asset. 

Here is an opportunity to give something back 

to your community and learn interesting new 

skills at the same time. 

Please consider joining your Volunteer Fire 

Brigade.  

Contact CFO Andrew Norris Ph 3299 153. 

 

We are holding our Service Awards on the 

28
th

 of August in conjunction with a late 

Mid-winter Christmas Dinner. The blokes are 

doing the cooking apparently!! 

 

Doug George GBVFB 

 

Rainfall Statistics 

2010 Avg since 1990 

Month mm Days mm Days 

May 217.7 20 109.28 15.19 

June 207.1 20 105.11 16.29 

July* 68.7 14 96.83 15.14 

* until 28
th

 July 

 

Year total to date: 641.6 mm.  

(2009 total to date: 694.7 mm). 

 

June 2010 ï was predominantly wet, overcast, 

and cold with little wind and sunshine.  Also 

many low daytime temperatures.  

 

Recorded 5 frosts, 3 fogs, 1 snow, 2 hails and 

1 red sky. Leaf fall completed early in the 

month. 

 

July 2010 ï was a month of below average 

rainfall. Rain falling mostly during the day, 

little wind, cool daytime temperatures and 

cold nights. Only average sunshine this 

month. Recorded (until the 28
th

) 8 frosts, 2 

fogs, 2 morning red skies and 1 hail. 

 

David Stemmer 

 

 

We are very sorry to be saying goodbye to our 

teacher, Maxine Garvan who is moving back 

to town to work; we would like to thank her 

for all her hard work at the centre. We have a 

new teacher, Pauline Ellis-Weru starting on 

the 9
th

 of August. Some of you may already 

know Pauline who lives in Diamond Harbour, 

and worked at the Play Centre there for a 

while. 

 

The preschool is open 9.00 am until 1.00 pm 

Monday-Friday during school terms. 

There are spaces available most days for 

children 2 ½ to 5 years. 

Free Early Childhood Hours and WINZ 

subsides are available. Please feel free to 

contact Helen 3299 801 after 1.00 pm for 

more information. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

remind everyone about the Governors Bay 

Preschool AGM, to be held at the Governors 

Bay Preschool, Allendale Hall, Tuesday 17
th

 

August 7.30 pm. All are welcome. 

 

Susan Shepherd,   

Manager/Licensee GB Preschool 

 

 
 
 

We do need some 
new members.  
Please consider 

joining your Volunteer 
Fire Brigade 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

June almost as wet as 

May. But Year’s total 

to date does not 

exceed that of 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool AGM 

 on 17 August 

7.30 pm. 

Governors Bay Volunteer Fire Brigade Report 

From our Weatherman 

Governors Bay Preschool 
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How prepared are you  
for an Emergency? 

 

Now that you have a survival kit and a 

getaway kit (see previous issues) you need to 

think about preparing your home for an 

emergency. 

 Check that the hot water cylinder is 

strapped to the wall. 

 Do you know where to shut off the 

water, power and gas? 

 Anything that could fall on your head 

should be secured to the wall. 

 If you have bleach and ammonia 

ensure that they are stored in separate 

locations. 

 Recognise any unsafe locations in 

your house. 

 Make an emergency plan and sort out 

escape routes and meeting places for 

the family.

 

 Know the location of the nearest 

police, fire station and hospital. 

 Find out which neighbours have 

medical experience. 

 Talk to your neighbours about 

emergency preparedness. 

 

Governors Bay Civil Defence will be having a 

table top exercise with a landslide scenario. 

Details will be in the next newsletter. New 

members are always welcome especially if 

you have medical experience or if you are 

interested in reception duties, basic catering, 

security, communications or situation 

reporting duties.  

Contact me for more information Ph 3299 

049. 

 

Debbie Sherriff 

Governors Bay Civil Defence. 

 

 

Neighbourhood Week 2010 
 

 
 

I would like to advise that applications for 

Neighbourhood Week 2010 open on Monday 

2 August 2010. Neighbourhood Week is all 

about communities where people support each 

other, keep an eye out for each other and give 

each other a helping hand. 

 

This year Neighbourhood Week events will be 

held between 30 October and 7 November. 

Letters have been sent out to all relevant 

groups, organisations and all successful 

recipients from last year. Applications for 

funding close on Friday 3 September.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Information and application forms are 

available through the Christchurch City 

Council website: 

http://www.ccc.govt.nz/neighbourhoodweek 

 

Andrea Wild,  

Community Engagement Adviser DDI 03 941 

5605 

 

 

GBCA website upgrade 
We have introduced some changes to our 

Governors Bay community website 

http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/index.htm 

 

 
 

Changes include: 

 

1. Facilities page - includes a calendar for 

availability of the Community Hall: 

http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/facilities.htm 

2. Events page - includes a calendar of events 

happening in Governors Bay: 

http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/events.htm 

3. Heritage page - a new page on our website 

provided by David Bundy presenting the 

heritage sites of Governors Bay:  

http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/heritage.htm 

 

Frances James 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think about preparing 
your home for an 

emergency 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civil Defence 

http://www.ccc.govt.nz/neighbourhoodweek
http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/index.htm
http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/facilities.htm
http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/events.htm
http://www.governorsbay.net.nz/heritage.htm
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Lyttelton Harbour Basin Midwinter 
Biodiversity Forum a success 

 

More Weed-busting, less Planting says 

Restoration Expert 

 

Get rid of the harmful plant and animal pests 

and let nature do the rest was the advice given 

by restoration guru Dr Hugh Wilson of 

Hinewai to nearly one hundred Lyttelton 

Harbour people attending the ñReturn of the 

Nativeò workshop in Diamond Harbour on 

Sunday 27 June.  

 

ñPeople get a lot of satisfaction from planting 

native trees, and it is understandable, but the 

best way to restore native bush is to just 

remove the deleterious things and leave the 

rest to natureò, says Dr Wilson. ñNature has 

been practising for millions of years. She's 

keen; she's just itching to do it for usò. 

 

 
 

Dr Wilson was a key speaker at the 27 June 

workshop which focussed on the native plants 

and animals of the Lyttelton Harbour and 

looked at ways to restore habitats, control 

pests and enhance local native biodiversity.  

 

Workshop participants contributed to a ñ2020 

Visionò with ideas for what could be achieved 

by harbour-side communities over the next ten 

years. The workshop was organised by 

representatives from several of the 20 or so 

conservation groups active around Lyttelton 

Harbour. 

 

Workshop participant Ian McDonald of the 

Otamahua/Quail Island Restoration Trust said 

ñthe forum gave an opportunity for a wide 

variety of community and private individuals 

to share their ideas, activities and aspirations.  

The wealth of information and personal 

contacts shared around will benefit our 

activities on Quail Island as well as the other 

participating groupsò.  

 

Anyone wanting more details can phone 03 

329 4445 or email biodiversity@ccc.govt.nz 

 

Sally Tripp of Governors Bay spoke about the 

book she and Rosemary Koller are writing 

called "Ferns of the Port Hillsò. Sally gave us 

the story of how the book came into being. It 

will be published later this year. Wonderful 

photos from the book were shown on a poster. 

There was also a poster, showing the work of 

the Governors Bay Landcare Group. Photos 

showed the infestations and removal of Old 

Mans Beard and other weeds in the Bay. 

 

Paula Smith, Helen Chambers 

 

 

GBCA - thank you 
As ex-Chairperson of the Governors Bay 

Community Association I would like to 

express my sincere thanks to those members 

on the committee who have volunteered many 

hours of work during evenings, weekends and 

holidays to support various projects and goals 

in our community.  

 

In particular I wish to thank Kate and Stuart 

Bould for their dogged commitment to storm 

water, sewerage and harbour issues, for their 

involvement with the council and the 

community board. Erik Vermaat has also been 

an invaluable member of our committee; Erik 

has edited and published our community 

newsletter "The Bay News" for the last year - 

a publication which oozes professional 

excellence both in its format and content. It is 

with great regret that we receive the news that 

he will be leaving the Bay at the end of this 

month. Good luck Erik as you embark on this 

new chapter in your life.  

 

Another loyal and hardworking supporter that 

will be resigning is David Stemmer who has 

been on the committee for a total of 20 years! 

He took a break during this time to rejoin a 

few years later and has occupied the role of 

Treasurer for the last ten years.  

 

Thank you to all on the committee for your 

support in my role as Chairperson. It has been 

a pleasure and an honour. I look forward to 

working with you again in this new term and 

together with the help of our new members 

Andrea Petschner, Jane Robertson and 

Melanie White, I know that we will have 

another exciting and eventful year.  

 

Remember that the committee meets monthly 

on the last Monday of the month and that all 

are welcome to attend. If you wish to bring a 

matter to the attention of the committee please 

contact Kate Bould (kbould@rnzfb.org.nz) or 

Janet Gough (janet.gough@ihug.co.nz). 

 

Frances James   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workshop 
participants 

contributed to a 
“2020 Vision” with 

ideas for what could 
be achieved by 
harbour-side 

communities over the 
next ten years. 
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THE WELCOME MAT 

All residents - permanent or temporary - of 

Governors Bay are most welcome to join us 

on the fourth Wednesday of each month, 12 

noon, at the Community Centre, for a light 

lunch and the opportunity to socialise with and 

get to know others in our community. A gold 

coin donation towards costs is invited. Dates 

for your diary: 25
th

 August, 22
nd

 September, 

27
th

 October. 

For catering purposes it is useful if you can let 

us know you are coming, but there is always 

plenty of food, so feel free to just drop in. 

Phone Vanessa 3299 802 or Gail 3299 212. 
 

WOMEN'S GROUP 
For our next meeting we are pleased to have 

Vivienne Levy BDS (London.) as our speaker. 

Vivienne is a dentist in Christchurch, but has 

also been involved in the forensic aspects of 

dentistry, including work to help identify 

bodies following the Boxing Day Tsunami. 

We do hope many of you will be able to join 

us for this evening. Whilst our meetings are 

usually on the first Wednesday every two 

months, Vivienne cannot make the September 

date, so the meeting will be on Wednesday 

18th August. 
All women in Governors Bay are invited to 

come along to hear Vivienne, and to stay for 

light refreshments following the talk. No 

RSVP required. Gold coin donation towards 

costs invited, and there will be a raffle. Phone 

Vanessa 3299 802 or Gail 3299 212 for more 

details. 
 

WORSHIP AT ST CUTHBERT'S 
We are looking forward to celebrating the 

150
th

 Anniversary of St Cuthbert's Church this 

year. On 31
st
 October there will be a special 

service of celebration, at which the Bishop of 

Christchurch will preach, and a Victorian tea 

party will be held on the Saturday. More 

details for these events will be in the next 

newsletter. We welcome all to join us, not 

only at these celebrations, but at worship on 

any Sunday. 

 

Formal Worship is held at 9.00am each 

Sunday (except where there is a 5
th

 Sunday). 

Being a co-operating congregation, this will 

be variously in the Anglican, Methodist, or 

Presbyterian traditions. 

 

Family Services are held at 10.30am on the 

2
nd

 Sunday of each month, and we welcome 

all to join us in this lively, all-age, inter-

denominational worship time, followed by 

morning tea. You are welcome whether this is 

your first or thousandth time in church, and 

whatever your level of faith. Dates for the next 

few Family Services are: 8
th

 August, 12
th

 

September, and 10
th

 October. Come expecting 

something different. Contact Gail Weaver 

(3299 212) or Vanessa Ross (3299 802) for 

more information. 

Contacts for St Cuthbert's:  

Church Steward - Derek Truscott (3299 884); 

Parish Office - 3294 790;  

Website: 

http://mountherbertparish.wordpress.com 

 

GOVERNORS BAY YOUTH CLUB 
Some beautiful jewellery made at the last 

session! 'The A Team' movie received cheers 

and claps from our lot! We are eagerly 

awaiting the BMX tracks, and have plants 

from Trees for Canterbury organised to place 

around the area! 

Here's the timetable for the next couple of 

months; note changes from last time. 

6/8 trip to Pioneer Pool ($3 entry for children 

/ $5 for adults) 

20/8 ice-skating  

3/9 screen printing  

17/9 scrapbooking, or games/spotlighting 
for those who'd rather not create. 

For more details contact Viv Smith 

hobnobsoe@yahoo.co.nz 
 

STARS IN THE BAY 
The star gazing event that we announced in 

the previous issue for 7 August had to be 

cancelled. The organisation of an event on 

Council Reserve land requires more work than 

we could accommodate in the short time 

frame available. This event will definitely be 

organised for next year, possibly in concert 

with the Lyttelton Festival of Lights. We are 

encouraged by the many positive reactions we 

received for this event. 

Erik Vermaat 
 

MOBILE PHONE  
RECYCLING SCHEME LAUNCHED 

 (From Rural Bulletin at 

http://www.ruralwomen.org.nz/ , July 2010)  

 

An innovative mobile phone recycling and 

recovery scheme means mobile phone users 

will be paid for their old and unwanted 

handsets. Money4Mobiles.co.nz aims to fully 

recycle as many unused NZ mobile phones as 

possible. The phones will be on-sold to 

emerging and developing nations including 

India, Russia, South America, and China. The 

company says there are around 1.8 million 

unused mobile phones gathering dust in 

cupboards and drawers within NZ. 

More information at 

http://www.money4mobiles.co.nz/ 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 
Email items for this section to 

anne_mackay@xtra.co.nz or fax to 3299 597. 

 

GBCA Committee 
Chairperson 
Vacancy 
Secretary (Minutes) 
Janet Gough 3299 735 
Secretary (Correspondence) 
Vacancy 
Treasurer 
Annabelle Bain 3299 712 
 
Committee 
Annabelle Bain Kate Bould 
Stuart Bould Helen Chambers 
Janet Gough Mike Harris 
Frances James Anne Mackay 
Andrea Petschner Jane Robertson 
Erik Vermaat  Melanie White 

 
GBCA Meetings 
The Committee meets on the 
last Monday every month at 
7:30 p.m. in the Community 
Hall. Contact the Secretary 
for details. 
 

 
Governors Bay  

Community Hall 
 
The Community Hall is 
available for use by the 
community.  
Contact David Stemmer for 
bookings. Phone 3299 638. 
 

 
Local Service Groups 

 
Civil Defence Sector Post 
Supervisor Debbie Sheriff 
 
GB Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Chief Fire Officer Andrew 
Norris 
Deputy Chief Jeremy Talbot 
 
Lyttelton Harbour Issues 
Group 
Representative Kate Bould 
 
Lyttelton Harbour 
Wastewater Working Party 
Representative Stuart Bould 
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